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religion of men by nature, before showing at the end
how they might pass out of the misery of their origi-
nal condition as individuals into the ordered life of
society. The second part exhibited the generation of
" Commonwealth/' conceived more vividly than in the
earlier works as a distinct entity, the product of human
art indeed, but yet, when constituted, of such a nature
as to have organs and vital functions like a human
being, with the human liability to decay and death ; this
novel aspect of his political doctrine having been opened
up to Hobbes partly by the growth of his conception of
science (to be made constructive like mathematics), partly
by his later experience of the actual dissolution of the
English monarchy. In the third part, setting himself to
consider with the utmost elaboration the constitution of
" A Christian Commonwealth " .under the rule of Scrip-
ture, he managed to insinuate the results of a long-pro-
tracted course of rationalistic criticism, with the object
of barring out the spiritual pretensions of the Churches,
whether Papal or Anglican or Presbyterian. The last
part, under name of " The Kingdom of Darkness," after
the Kingdom of God, dealt still more pointedly with the
ecclesiastical sores to which Hobbes traced all civil distem-
per, fostered, in his view, by misinterpretation of Scrip-
ture, survival of Pagan superstitions, and errors of ancient
philosophy. Finally, in the course of a short "Beview
and Conclusion " of the whole work, he stated his view
of the duty of citizens at the national crisis of a change
of government; asserting, upon grave and consistent
grounds of principle, the right of an "ordinary subject" to
turn to the new power that could give protection, however
little he might approve of the circumstances of its origin.